
2005 Deusyls de la Pèira, Vin de Pays de Herault - FRANCE
Medium-Full Bodied, Dry, Ready, but will keep, White Rhône Blend, 14.5% alc.

Tasting Notes: An absolute stunner! Only a few cases of white remained by the time we had taken Andrew
Jefford’s advice, and tasted the range from Pèira. Made from 65% Viognier and 35% Roussanne, yielding a mean
17-18 hl/ha, this is one of the best white wines I have tasted from the Midi. It has texture, warmth and viscosity, a
nose that evokes fennel, spring flowers, lemon, crushed chalk and a hint of tobacco; the palate marries green fruit,
minerals and honey, with a characteristic hint of salinity. To finish the note as it started…stunning!
(Simon Field MW - BBR Buyer)

Property: La Peira
Our most exciting Languedoc find of 2008, La Pièra is located on the limestone plateau of the fashionable enclave
of Les Terraces Du Larzac.

First planted by the Romans, these beautiful vineyards share the terrain with the Roquefort-producing sheep and the
wild savagery of the garrigue. The ‘Domaine’ consist of a stone barn, its location almost exactly half way between
the two great properties of Grange Des Pères and Mas De Daumas Gassac.

Highly respected consultant oenologist Claude Gros has really struck gold here. His secret is fairly straightforward
and centres on traditional winemaking with indigenous varietals (both Carignan and Cinsault pre-date Grenache in
the area).

Les Obriers is a perfect introduction to the versatile Pièra portfolio.

Region: Languedoc-Roussillon
In the last 25 years the fortunes of Languedoc-Rousillon have been transformed largely due to the introduction of
the Vin de Pays classification in 1979. This led to extensive replanting on more suitable sites, a drastic reduction in
permitted yields and crucially reducing the dependence of red wines on the ubiquitous Carignan grape.

The new classification enabled producers not only to experiment with new grape varieties, but also to pick up the
gauntlet thrown down by the New World; to give the customers what they wanted - namely, clearly labelled
international varietals like Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon.

Despite a sometimes deserved reputation for its contributions to the European wine lake, this exciting region
continues to see a flow of investment from the Bordelais and others, which has enabled the evolution of the
qualitative pyramid to continue. Perhaps the most striking improvements have been seen in Minervois La
Livinière and Pic Saint Loup, but not far behind are the wines of St. Chinian and Cabardes. Regardless of the
financial influx and the wonderful terroir of the different appellations, the increase in quality is also allied to some
extraordinarily gifted winemakers, including Jean-Luc Terrier and Jean-Louis Denois.

Grape: White Rhône Blend
With the exception of the wines from Condrieu and Château-Grillet virtually all Rhône Valley whites are made
from blends.

In the north, the white wines of Hermitage, Crozes-Hermitage, St-Joseph, and St-Péray are produced from blends of
Marsanne and Roussanne. Generally Marsanne is the dominant partner and it lends colour, body and weight to the
blend, as well as richly scented fruit. Roussanne, a notoriously low yielder and pernickety to grow, produces
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intensely aromatic wines which contribute bouquet, delicacy and finesse to the blend.

Until about 15 years ago there was very little interest in southern Rhône whites as it was widely believed that the
combination of dull non aromatic grapes and the baking summer heat meant quality wine production was nigh
impossible. Since then the quality has improved markedly through the introduction of cool fermentation techniques
and increased plantings of northern Rhône white grapes.

The base of many blends is still Grenache Blanc, a widely planted variety producing fresh wines with apple-like
fruits, often with hints of aniseed. Ugni Blanc is still found in many blends, as is Clairette though their general
lack of character and definition has led to a reduction in plantings. The future for southern Rhône whites appears to
lie with Roussanne, Marsanne, and, increasingly, Viognier.
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